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Honorable Martin 1I0ke
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Dear Congressman Hoke:

~ . .'.' .

.DOCKET FILE COPY'ORfGMiOOA;\
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.'feIIfW.~r~~w.SSION·:

.<m:E(fTHE~NlY

This is in reply to your letter of March 9 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your consli tuents re arding the 'Notice of, Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR '54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the. mmission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio' servi~es operating in the frequency bands below 512. MHz,.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these ~h'anges
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76.MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We wi 11, therefore " take your
constituents' concerns into account when.we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations ill the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio sen-ices will
continue tv deteriorate to thef}oint of endangering public safety and the
nat i oua I economy.

We want to thank vou for your interest in this proceeding.
letter's will be included in the record of the proceeding.
niles to be issued ill 199,1.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

~:=~~~
Chief, Land ~lobilc & ~licnwa\'l' !livision
Pr·jvate Radio Bur'call
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(2161 356-2010

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim .
'" Director; .Legislat~v~ Affairs ',.
, Federal' 'CoIiuntimcations Commission:

Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:
" .

Please find enclosed a samp~e copy of.one of dozens' of letters that I have received from'· .
constitutents who operate· radio-controlled' (RIC) aircraft and have expressed concern about a
pending Federal Commumcations Commission regulatory change apparently restricting their
access to the frequency channels needed for land mobile dispatch operations.

Because of my strong interest in ensuring that citizens can safely operate RIC aircraft and
do not experience unfair or unnecessary limitations on their hobby as a result of federal
regulations, I would deeply appreciate your investigating this matter and replying to me as
soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your time and cooperation.

Kindest personal regards.

Very truly yours,

Martin R. Hoke
Member of Congress

MRH:pfm



])ear <:'1ngrC!'sman Hoke: .

. I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember. I have even taken the flCSt few steps in the process of
obtaining a private pilot's license. I enrolled and completed the ground school training course, after which I successfully passed the
FM Private Pilot's exam. UntortunatelY. when the cost of ~ir time became cxccssiv.e. and my pe~onal free time was also limited, I
had to reluctantly give up my dTeam of ohtaining a pilot's licen!iC and flying aircraft. Since then, Thave hecOlne a.n active pilot in
another Way, that is through radio controlled (RIC) aircraft. .

1 am very concerned aboUt the proposed rule that is currently under consideration by the "'ederal'
Communi~onsCommisSion(FCC).• T.h. ·proceeding is PR Docket 91-235. lhdop~the new rule wilhreatly redu~e
the usltbilUy urrretlUencles cllri"enllYltslIilined rur RIC iQodel use ltnd increltlle. the risk ur ltccldenu ltn~ ..HeDdltn~
lIabllity. . .. .

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 Mhz band This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispateh
operations. However. our radio-control frequencies in this band are lar enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have heen ahle to share the hand without either u.<iC interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 91-135 replaces Part 90 of your rules with a new Part 88.
Part 90 allows for safc usc of RIC aircraft and surface models by kecping 1UKhz spacing betwcen fIxcd commcrcial users and
frequencies used by RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies
available to us. diminating safe use ofatle-ast 31 of the 50 clumnds on the 72 Mlu banJ (for RIC am:ndl.) ltIU11 0 of the 30
frequencies on the 75 Mhz band (for RIC cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact, more channels will likely be affected

When wc operatc our RIC models wc go to great lengths to assure thc safcty of thc operators and bystanders and thc
protection ofproperty. Many of our safety precautions involve the eareful coordination and use of the radio frequencies. If the
number of usable fr~quencie$ is diminished as proposed by Ih~ FCC, th~ remaining fr~uencies will become congeosted ltIU1the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased

It was only a fcw wccks after 1complcted building a new planc last fall and 1was out at our club's local airfield, when
another RIC pilot, who was on the same frequency as Lforgot to tum his radio off after completing his flight. When I took off
wilh my plane, it climbed to about 20 fe~t before Ihe signal from Ihe olher rddio becam~ s!rong enough to interf~e with my signal.
The plane then made a sharp left tum, and kept turning until it was pointing straight into the ground. In a matter of seconds my
new plane was transformed into a pile of kindling. I was relieved that the plane did not bank. to the right which would have put it
on a collision course with the spectator arca. Statistically, thc probability of this happening incrcascs grcatly as fcwcr channels
become available, forcing more people to share only a small number of channels.

I don't think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
the radio-control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radio, but we have a considerable
invcstmcnt in our modcls and in our radio equipment. It is a sizable industry that must be savcd from thcsc dctnmcntall"CC
actions. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands ofpeople like myself and contributes to the
advanc~ment and u~vdopmenl of Ihe commercial aviation induslry.

Pleose help me continue the sofe enjoyment of my postime by not ollowing the FCC to corry out its proposal PR
Docket 92-135 for the 71-76 Mh:z band. We all need your help urgently because the FCC has a deadline of February 16.
t 993, after which it lIIay hecollle ",ore difficult to prevent the~e prorm~al~ from going into effect


